COUNTY OF SOLANO
MIDDLE GREEN VALLEY SPECIFIC PLAN
& EIR
Department of Resource Management
675 Texas St., Suite 5500
Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 784-6765 / (707) 784-4805

MEMORANDUM:

Agenda Item No. 1

TO:

Solano County Planning Commission

FROM:

Matt Walsh, Principal Planner

DATE:

August 6, 2009

RE:

Preliminary Draft of the Middle Green Valley Specific Plan

Recommendation:
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission receive a presentation on the
Preliminary Draft of the Middle Green Valley Specific Plan and provide comments
and feedback to staff and consultants.

On May 7, 2009, staff and consultants presented the Reconnaissance Analysis
and Community Design Workbook for the Middle Green Valley Specific Plan to the
Planning Commission.
These documents laid the groundwork for the
development of the Specific Plan itself. The purpose of the Specific Plan is to
provide policy direction and guidance on how the Middle Green Valley area will
grow, integrating both rural residential land use and agricultural land uses.
The preliminary plan has been drafted with the guidance of a Citizens Advisory
Committee, appointed by the Board of Supervisors. To date, eight consultant
facilitated Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) meetings have been held, with a
ninth meeting scheduled for August 31, 2009. This work has included developing
a Reconnaissance Analysis and a Community Design Workbook, which were
presented to the Commission in May.

The Plan is made up of five primary chapters:
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

Vision: Provides an introduction to the Plan and discusses principles.
Plan Purpose, Authority, and Context:
Describes the location,
characteristics, and general setting and context of the Plan.
The Neighborhood Plan – Patterns, Concepts and Character: Describes
and discusses the primary aspects of the Plan and their relation to one
another. Discusses Open Lands, Circulation, and Land Use.
Implementation – Finance, Infrastructure and Execution: Discusses the
nuts and bolts of how the Plan will unfold in its operations and financing.
Topics covered include the Conservancy, Utilities, Administration,
Financing, and Phasing.
The Neighborhood Design Code: Discusses design, architectural, and
landscaping guidelines, and provides specific development standards.

Another key component of this plan is the preservation of 84% of the plan area for
agricultural and open space purposes. Open areas will be put into an agricultural
or conservation easement and presided over by a conservancy. The conservancy
will be funded, in part, by a transfer tax through the sale of property in the area.
Schedule
The project as a whole is expected to be completed within a 12-13 month time
frame. This includes development of the Preliminary Specific Plan, the EIR, and
the development standards and ordinance. In order to maintain a twelve month
schedule, certain aspects of the process will overlap with one another. Key
schedule milestones are as follows:
•
•
•
•
•

August 6, 2009: Presentation to Planning Commission
August/September 2009: Draft EIR released and circulated for public review
December 2009: Final EIR released with responses to comments
January 2010: Planning Commission review of Draft Specific Plan and EIR
February 2010: BOS adoption of Specific Plan and EIR

Attachments
Preliminary Draft of Middle Green Valley Specific Plan
Note: The Draft Plan can also be found online at:
http://www.solanocounty.com/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=6741
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