SOLANO COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AAC)
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING ON
September 13, 2006

The meeting of the Solano County Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) was held at the
Department of Agriculture, Downstairs Conference room, 501 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA.
Members Present:
Bruce Brazelton, Barbara Comfort, Jeff Dittmer, Alan Freese, Donald Johnson, Susan
Lippstreu, Betty Mason, and Mary Helen Seeger
Others Present:
Jearl Howard
Mario Moratorio
Mike Yankovich
Sabine Goerke-Shrode
Kathy Gibson

Agricultural Commissioner
UCCE
Department of Resource Management
Assistant Board of Supervisor, District 3
County Administrative Office

Item 1 Call to Order/Roll Call
The meeting was called to order at 3:20 p.m. A quorum was present.
Item 2 Introductions of Members and Guests
Members and Guests in attendance introduced themselves.
Item 3 Changes and Approval of the Agenda
It was moved and seconded to approve the agenda as presented. The motion carried by
unanimous vote of the members present.
Item 4 Review/Approval of the Meeting Minutes of July 12, 2006
It was noted that there was a typographical error under Item 5a, second paragraph, second
sentence “sighting” should be changed to “siting”.
An omission under Item 5c, tenth paragraph, last sentence is amended to read: “Ms. Comfort
stated that unless there is a common definition that is understood by everyone in the county, the
initiative needs to go back to the drawing board”.
It was moved and seconded to approve the meeting minutes of July 12, 2006 with corrections as
noted. The motion carried by unanimous vote of the members present.
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Item 5 New Business
(a) Report on Board of Supervisors Meeting – Topics Related to the Subject Matter of the
AAC – Mike Yankovich
Mr. Yankovich reported that the Board of Supervisors recently approved the division of
1000+ acres of land into 20 parcels ranging from 41-79 acres in size. He noted that the
predominant soil type on this land, which is north of Dixon, is Capay Clay Loam. He
went on to say that one of the required findings by the Board in order to approve a
division of this nature is that the land is “highly productive”. In making this finding, the
Board of Supervisors recognized Capay Clay Loam as “highly productive” and thereby
added a another soil type to the list of soils determined to be highly productive soil. Mr.
Yankovich stated the land subject to this division is currently subject to a Williamson Act
Contract.
Mr. Yankovich also reported that the Board of Supervisors would be considering a
request to divide 60 acres in Green Valley into six parcels. He stated that one 30 acre
parcel would remain exclusive Ag zoning, five 5-7 acre parcels would be rezoned Rural
Residential if the division is approved. Mr. Yankovich stated the proposal is an infill
situation.
(b) Ethics Training – Jearl Howard
Mr. Howard advised the AAC that Assembly Bill 1234, Salinas which was passed by the
California Legislature in 2005 and became effective January 1, 2006. This legislation
requires, in addition to other things, that counties provide ethics training to their public
officials. He stated that County Counsel has determined that this requirement extends to,
boards, commissions, and committees whose members are appointed by the Board of
Supervisors, including the members of the Agricultural Advisory Committee. A training
schedule was provided, which indicated Ethics Training was being conducted on
September 19th and October 17th, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon and on November 2nd from
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. All training sessions will be held in Room 6004 of the County
Administration Center at 675 Texas Street, Fairfield.
Mr. Howard was asked; what happens if someone does not attend the training? He
responded that he was not aware of the specific consequences for not attending. He
advised the AAC members that it is his understanding that attendance is mandatory and
encouraged all members to attend one of the sessions. He noted that training is required
every other year.

(c) Request for Secretarial Designation of Solano County for Agriculture Disaster - Jearl
Howard
Mr. Howard reported that after conducting an assessment of Agricultural losses related to
the July heat wave, that his office submitted a request for a Disaster Declaration for heat
related losses on August 16, 2006, he received notification that Solano County was one of
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sixteen California counties who received a Secretarial Designation for an agricultural
disaster September 11th. It was noted that the extent of damage to all crops would not be
known until the harvest season is completed, but the loss to sweet corn production was
sufficient to qualify Solano County for Secretarial Designation.
Mr. Howard informed the AAC that designation only qualifies growers for low income
interest loans at this time. He stated that Senator Feinstien is working on legislation to
provide monetary relief in some cases, especially to livestock and poultry producers in
the central valley whose herds and flocks were decimated by the heat. The end result of
this effort may not be known for sometime.
Item 6 Continuing Business
(a) Ag Sustainability Study Update and Discussion – Mario Moratorio/Jearl Howard
Mr. Moratorio reported that the U.C study was progressing well. He stated that nine focus
group meetings had been held with various commodity groups to date. He also stated that
one final focus group will be held to receive much needed input from forage producers.
That meeting has been scheduled for November 14th to allow growers time to complete
harvest. Mr. Moratorio stated that the information from the focus groups meetings is
currently being summarized by the study team as are the questionnaires that have been
received to date.
Mr. Howard informed the committee that the American Farmland Trust Study of the
Suisun Valley was progressing as well. He stated that listening sessions will be held on
October 17-18, 2006 from 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. at the Rockville Inn on Suisun Valley Road.
He said flyers would be sent to all landowners in the valley, encouraging their
participation. Information gathered at these sessions will be used to select several
national models that may fit the vision for the future of agriculture in the Suisun Valley.
(b) General Plan Update/ Status Report – Mike Yankovich
Mr. Yankovich stated that the next three Citizen Advisory Committee Meetings will be
focusing on issues involving the cities. He stated that beginning in January the committee
will begin working on Agricultural issues.
(c) Ancient Parcel Map Update – Mike Yankovich
Mr. Yankovich reported that the Board of Supervisors rejected the 1907 parcel map for
the property along Abernathy Road on a 3-2 vote. He stated that the Board’s decision was
limited to this specific map only. He further reported that the Board has not decided what
to do with maps recorded between 1907 and 1929 at this time.
(d) Dixon Downs (Racetrack) Project Status – Mike Yankovich
Mr. Yankovich reported that the Dixon Planning Commission was holding its first Public
Hearting on the Project tonight (9-13-06). He noted that with the Public Hearing process
beginning, the fate of the project will likely be known in the next few weeks.
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(e) SB 1556 (The Great California Delta Trail System) Update – Jearl Howard
Mr. Howard stated that he put this item on the agenda as the AAC has discussed the bill
in detail at their May 10, 2006 meeting and expressed considerable concern about how
the legislation might impact agricultural lands. Mr. Howard reported that the bill passed
both the Senate and the Assembly and is currently on the Governor’s desk.
Item 7 Identify and Clarify Future Agenda Topics and Timing of Discussion
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.

Items from Board of Supervisors on Subject Matter of the AAC – Ongoing
Dixon Downs (Racetrack) Project Status – Ongoing
Trails – Update on Regional Project Efforts
Resource Conservation Districts, LAFCO Study Update – October
Horse Facilities/Farming Operations Update - October
Agricultural Pesticide Hazardous Waste Disposal Day – November
Large Animal Carcass Disposal – Fall/Winter
Agricultural Disaster Notification Network – October/November
Agricultural Center
Antiquated Maps – Ongoing
Dixon May Fair Presentation – October

Item 8 Public Comments/Announcements/Correspondence
(a) Public Comments
There were no public comments.
(b) Announcements
There were no announcements.
(c) Correspondence
There were no correspondences.
Item 9 Next Meeting Date
October 11, 2006 at 3:00 p.m., first floor conference room, 501 Texas Street, Fairfield.
Item 10 Adjourn Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.
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