SOLANO COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AAC)
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING ON
May 10, 2006
The meeting of the Solano County Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) was held at the
Department of Agriculture, Downstairs Conference room, 501 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA.
Members Present:
Bruce Brazelton, Barbara Comfort, Alan Freese, Craig Leathers, Susan Lippstreu, John
Mangels, Betty Mason, and Mary Helen Seeger
Others Present:
Jearl Howard
Birgitta Corsello
Carole Paterson
Gail Feldman
Al Sokolow
Kurt Richter
Erin Gabel
Linda Fiack
Mike Yankovich
Sabine Goerke-Shrode

Agricultural Commissioner
Director, Resource Management
Director, Cooperative Extension
County Administrative Office
University Of California – Davis
University Of California – Davis
Senator Torlakson’s Office
Executive Director Delta Protection Commission
Department of Resource Management
Assistant Board of Supervisor, District 3

Item 1 Call to Order/Roll Call
The meeting was called to order at 3:10 p.m. A quorum was not present.
Item 2 Introductions of Members and Guests
Members and Guests in attendance introduced themselves.
Item 3 Changes and Approval of the Agenda
There were no changes to the agenda.
Item 4 Review/Approval of the Meeting Minutes of March 8, 2006
Note: Mary Helen Seeger arrived at 3:25 p.m., her presence made a quorum.
It was noted that John Mangels name was spelled incorrectly. It was moved and seconded to
approve the minutes of April 12, 2006 AAC meeting with the correcting as noted. The motion
carried by unanimous vote of the members present.
Item 5 New Business
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(a) Report on Board of Supervisors Meeting – Topics Related to the Subject Matter of the
AAC – Birgitta Corsello.
Ms. Corsello opened her remarks with an apology to the AAC members for her recent
absences. She reported that the Board of Supervisors recently approved changes to the
Road Improvement Standards for rural county roads. She stated that her department is
currently assessing which roads should be brought up to the new standards; ten foot lanes
with fog stripes and shoulders. Ms. Corsello reported that Public Works will be going
out to bid soon for several summer projects including the replacement of some bridges.
She stated that when performing road repairs, her crews will attempt not to interfere with
farming operations.
(b) Presentation/Discussion/Possible Recommendation Regarding S.B.1556, Torlakson (The
Great California Delta Trail System)- Erin Gabel, Senator Torlakson’s Staff and Linda
Fiack, Executive Director, Delta Protection Commission.
Ms. Gabel opened the discussion with an overview of the bill. She stated it is similar to
the San Francisco Bay Trail legislation of 1989 which would establish a trail around the
bay. Two thirds of the route has been identified and half of the trail is in place. There is
no connectivity from the San Francisco Bay Trail to Sacramento, S.B. 1556 would
provide the means for that connectivity.
Ms. Gabel explained that S.B. 1556 creates a concept; it does not establish a trail. She
stated that the bill establishes a planning process. The Delta Protection Commission
would take the lead on developing a plan of what The Great California Delta Trail might
look like.
Linda Fiack stated that the purpose of the delta trail would be to promote the delta region
and its importance to California. She stated that it might feature such things as agrotourism, eco-tourism, delta branding, equestrian and bicycling as well as walking trails.
She also stated that Solano County Supervisor Mike Reagan is a member of the
Commission and is a strong advocate for the county’s interests. She further stated that
Steve Schaffer with CDFA is on the commission and serves as a representative of
agriculture.
Ms. Fiack reported there have been two listening sessions to date, one in Courtland on
April 7th that focused on agriculture and another on April 20th that focused on recreation.
Alan Freese asked where the trail would be. Ms. Fiack responded that the planning
process will determine the locations of the trail. The question of whether public or
private land would be used for the trail was asked. Ms Fiack responded that the bill does
not address that issue, but it would likely require using a combination of public and
private lands in order to have connectivity. She stated that the commission will hold
focus group meetings and will begin by identifying publicly owned lands in the region.
Several AAC Members expressed concern about using the levees for the trail which
included erosion, trespass, trash, conflicts with agriculture spraying, etc. Ms Fiack stated
that agriculture is a major theme throughout the Delta Management Plan.
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Ms. Fiack stated that they are being very careful not to put lines on the ground at this
time. The planning process will be used to vet all proposals. She stated that the
Commission is the planning entity. Local jurisdictions in the region would have to
approve plans under their control. Local jurisdictions would be responsible for
implementing local elements.
Craig Leathers asked if eminent domain would be used to acquire privately owned land.
Ms. Fiack stated that how land is to be acquired has yet to the determined, but that
eminent domain might be one option. She stated that they are currently referring to the
concept as a network rather than a loop or a connected trail.
Barbara Comfort stated concerns about the proposal with respect to threats to wildlife,
including potential interruption of breeding patterns, eco-terrism, funding issues, and
liability issues.
Ms. Fiack stated that Supervisor Reagan is insistent that no funding from the Infrastructure Bond be used to finance the delta trail. She said the Commission will seek state
General Funds. She further stated that Senator Torlakson is currently raising funds from
a variety of public and private sources and has over three million dollars committed for
the study so far. She emphasized there is no funding for the project included in S.B.
1556. She said this would be an incredibly long process and referred to the fact that the
San Francisco Bay Trail was authorized in 1989 and is only half built today.
Craig Leathers questioned that in view of the fragile nature of the delta why anyone
would want to bring more people to the area. Ms. Fiack stated there were many potential
benefits that a delta trail could offer including: reducing urban pressures on the area,
stabilizing agricultural land values, increasing public awareness about the delta region,
teach people a greater respect for the land and increasing the public’s appreciation for the
area.
Mary Helen Seeger expressed concern that if local jurisdictions have responsibility for
implementation, that there will be different rules and different interpretations from
jurisdiction to jurisdiction. Ms. Fiack stated that issues such as that would be worked out
during the planning process.
The AAC expressed great concern that eminent domain might be used to acquire land for
the delta trail. Concern was also expressed with regards to infra-structure and
maintenance costs for such a project. It was observed that the state has difficulty
maintaining its existing budget. Concern was also expressed about the possibility of
allowing public access to the fragile levee tops.
It was moved and seconded to direct the Agricultural Commissioner to convey the
concerns of the AAC about S. B. 1556 to the Board of Supervisors. The motion carried
by a unanimous vote of the members present.
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(c) Request for Secretarial Designation of Solano County Agriculture Disaster - Jerry
Howard
Jerry Howard reported that his office, in conjunction with the Farm Services Agency
submitted a request for Secretarial Designation for an agricultural disaster due to the
heavy and continuous spring rains. He stated that the request was submitted to the
Governors Office of Emergency Services and has been forwarded on to the U.S.D.A. He
told the committee that crops that were particularly hard hit included most stone fruits,
wheat, alfalfa, and garbanzo beans.
Item 6 Continuing Business
(a) Ag Sustainability Study Update and Discussion – Carole Paterson
Ms. Paterson introduced Mario Moratorio, Project Coordinator who distributed the
survey questions to the AAC. Mario explained that following the Focus Group Meeting
with the Farm Bureau, the questions were modified slightly. He announced that the next
Focus Group Meeting was scheduled for Tuesday, May 16th with grape growers. He
informed the group that he, Jerry Howard, and Kurt Richter attended the General Plan
Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting on May 8th to discuss the Ag Sustainability Study.
Mr. Moratorio reported that there was a Project Oversight Committee held earlier in the
day. In that meeting it was decided to ask the AAC membership to assist by encouraging
growers to participate in the study by attending focus group meetings and completing the
questionnaires when they receive them. He requested the AAC to assist in getting the
word out that University Staff may be contacting some folks to conduct personal
interviews.
Kurt Richter commented that this is a unique point in time for Solano County agriculture.
He emphasized the need to have grower “buy-in” to the process and the need for broad
participation in the process. He also stated the importance of and the need to have the
surveys completed and returned. He stated that all information gathered will remain
confidential. He stated that he really wants the study to serve as a tool for good decision
making by the county. He asked the AAC to assist in promoting participation by growers
in the study.
Comments from the AAC included insuring that the study will address pressures on
processing facilities that threaten them, being forced out, and the need for a question
about “what is your wildest dream” about Solano County Agriculture. Al Sokolow stated
the study will assess processing and marketing options available to the county. He also
stated the question on the vision of agriculture twenty years from now gets to the “wildest
dream” question.
Carole Paterson reported that she was successful in getting a $10,000 grant to explore
“niche” marketing opportunities. She plans to start the program in August and will be
working with the U.C. Sustainable Agriculture Unit to develop the curriculum. Carole
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also reported that Morgan Doran of her staff also received a $10,000 grant to survey
growers to assess the best location to establish a slaughter facility.

(b) General Plan Update/ Status Report – Harry Englebright
Harry Englebright reported that a General Plan Newsletter has been mailed to 110,000
households in the county. He stated that the newsletter contains all of the important dates
with respect to the General Plan process. He reminded the AAC members that the
Citizens Advisory Committee meets the first Monday of the month in the County
Administrative Center and that the meetings are open to the public.
(c) Wine Services CDBG Grant Proposal Update – Matt Walsh
Mr. Englebright on behalf of Matt Walsh stated there was nothing new to report on this
item.
(d) Dixon Downs (Racetrack) Project Status – Mike Yankovich
Mr. Yankovich reported that the final EIR should be out in the next two weeks. He said
the Dixon City Council will hold public hearings on the project in June or July.
(e) Open Field Coursing Ordinance Update- Jerry Howard
Mr. Howard reported that the Board of Supervisors adopted the Open Field Coursing
Ordinance on May 9, 2006. The ordinance will become effective on June 9, 2006.
Howard stated that the ordinance is not expected to adversely impact agricultures ability
to control animals that are destructive to agricultural crops.
Item 7 Identify and Clarify Future Agenda Topics and Timing of Discussion
a. Items from Board of Supervisors on Subject Matter of the AAC – Ongoing
b. Dixon Downs (Racetrack) Project Status – Ongoing
c. Trails – Update on Regional Project Efforts
d. Resource Conservation Districts, LAFCO Study Update – September/October
e. Horse Facilities/Farming Operations Update
f. Agricultural Pesticide Hazardous Waste Disposal Day – September/October
g. Large Animal Carcass Disposal
h. Agricultural Disaster Notification Network – October/November
i. Agricultural Center – July
j.
Item 8 Public Comments/Announcements/Correspondence
(a) Public Comments
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There were no public comments.
(b) Announcements
There were no announcements.
(c) Correspondence
There were no correspondences.
Item 9 Next Meeting Date
June 14, 2006 at 3:00 p.m., first floor conference room, 501 Texas Street, Fairfield.
Item 10 Adjourn Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 5:10 p.m.
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