SOLANO COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AAC)
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING ON
April 12, 2006
The meeting of the Solano County Agricultural Advisory Committee (AAC) was held at the
Department of Agriculture, Downstairs Conference room, 501 Texas Street, Fairfield, CA.
Members Present:
Bruce Brazelton, Barbara Comfort, Jeff Dittmer, Craig Gnos, Donald Johnson, Craig
Leathers, Susan Lippstreu, John Mangels, Mary Helen Seeger
Others Present:
Jearl Howard
Carole Paterson
Harry Englebright
Mike Yankovich
Sabine Goerke-Shrode
Jennifer Miller
Ed Padilla
Greg Martinelli

Agricultural Commissioner
Director, Cooperative Extension
Principal Planner, Resource Management
Department of Resource Management
Assistant Board of Supervisor, District 3
Resource Management
Resource Management
Department of Fish and Game

Item 1 Call to Order/Roll Call
The meeting was called to order at 3:08 p.m. A quorum was present.
Item 2 Introductions of Members and Guests
Members and Guests in attendance introduced themselves.
Item 3 Changes and Approval of the Agenda
There were no changes to the agenda.
Item 4 Review/Approval of the Meeting Minutes of March 8, 2006

It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes of March 8, 2006 regular meeting and the
March 8, 2006 Special Meeting as presented. The motion carried by unanimous vote of the
members present.
Item 5 New Business
(a) Report on Board of Supervisors Meeting – Topics Related to the Subject Matter of the
AAC – Harry Englebright for Birgitta Corsello.
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Mr. Englebright reported that the Board of Supervisors will hear an appeal of the
Planning Commission’s decision to recognize antiquated maps. He explained that a map
is considered to be antiquated if it is dated prior to 1929. He stated that the City/County
Coordinating Committee will hold a Workshop on the matter on a date yet to be
determined in May and the Board of Supervisors will hold a Public Hearing on June 11,
2006.
(b) Streambed Clean-Up Issues/Permit Requirements/Costs – Greg Martinelli,
Environmental Specialist, Department of Fish and Game
Mr. Martinelli opened his presentation by stating that Solano County is unique because it
is in two Fish and Game Regions; Napa and Sacramento. The dividing line is at Lagoon
Valley on Interstate 80.
Streambed Alteration Permits have been required since the 1950’s. Mr. Martinelli stated
the purpose was informal until the department was sued in 1999. He said the permit
process has now been formalized and that the permits are classified as discretionary
permits. The permitting process typically takes 60-90 days. Permits are required for all
projects that will have a “significant impact.” Mr. Martinelli stated that one must apply
for a permit in order to get an “official” response, on department letterhead from the
department as to whether a permit is required for the proposed work. If an “official”
response is not necessary it typically can be accomplished via e-mail.
Mr. Martinelli attempted to describe the types of work that would be construed as having
a “significant impact” and therefore require a permit verses those that do not require a
permit. Removal of human generated trash does not typically require a permit unless the
trash has become imbedded in the streambed. He stated that removal of downed trees is
not as clear cut; removal of tree limbs may not require a permit while removal of large
tree stumps from fallen trees probably would. Mr. Martinelli strongly recommended that
when in doubt, one should e-mail a photograph to him for evaluation. In most cases he
can determine from photos whether or not a permit is required. In those instances where
a determination can not be made from a photo, he will schedule an onsite inspection.
Mr. Martinelli stated the department will determine a project to have a “significant
impact” whenever it affects habitat, especially if a project will affect the habitat of
threatened or endangered species such as salmon, steelhead, red legged frog, etc. He
emphasized that beaver is a protected species and can only be taken under a Depredation
Permit issued by the department (Fish and Game Warden).
Mr. Martinelli stated that department staff tries very hard to apply a common sense
approach in making determinations in situations involving grey areas. He indicated that
most projects are categorically exempt from CEQA because they are low impact on
stream. He emphasized however, that it can take 6-12 months to complete the CEQA
process on projects where CEQA is required to be met.
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Mr. Martinelli encouraged people to contact him for purposes of notification and/or
application format (707) 944-5520 or www.dfg.ca.gov/1600. For those in the
Sacramento region, he encouraged contacting the Region 2 office for assistance.
(c) Delta Trail (SB 1556) – Torlakson – Jerry Howard
Mr. Howard provided the AAC with an overview of SB1556, a legislative initiative that
would create a mile trail around and through the delta. He reviewed comments that were
made at a “town hall” meeting held on Friday, April 7, 2006, from notes he received from
a colleague who attended the meeting. The AAC had numerous questions about the
proposed legislation that Mr. Howard was unable to answer.
The AAC requested copies of the bill for their review prior to the next meeting. They
also requested Mr. Howard to arrange for someone to speak about the bill in detail at the
May AAC meeting.
(d) Confined Animal Facility Operations Program Update – Ed Padilla
Mr. Padilla provided information on waste discharge requirements on existing dairies.
He emphasized that the regulations only apply to dairies and that there are only two such
confined animal operations in Solano County at this time. Mr. Padilla reviewed the
regulations with the AAC. He noted that the Regional Water Quality Control Board
regulations must comply first, but added that all Confined Animal Facilities must be in
compliance within five years.
Item 6 Continuing Business
(a) Ag Sustainability Study Update and Discussion – Carole Paterson
Ms. Paterson reported to the AAC that the Board of Supervisors approved the contract
with the University of California at Davis Agricultural Issues Center on March 28, 2006.
She reviewed the “draft” Focus Group Questions and Individual Questionnaire with the
committee and solicited their comments and input. The AAC noted there was nothing
about agricultural processing or value added opportunities. It was also noted that there
was nothing about the incursion of urban uses into agricultural land or the expansion of
city spheres of influence and the impacts on agricultural land. Ms. Paterson remarked
that those issues will be addressed in other phases of the study.
Carole Paterson noted that the AAC would be provided with monthly updates on the
study in conjunction with their regular meetings. The AAC members indicated a
willingness to meet on a monthly basis throughout the summer in order to meet this
objective. Ms. Paterson noted that three members of the AAC were needed to serve on
the Project Oversight Committee (POC) along with representative from the Suisun Valley
Fund. The Chair asked if there were any volunteers for the POC. Craig Leathers ,
Barbara Comfort and John Mangles volunteered and Susan Lippstreau volunteered to
serve as an alternate.
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(b) General Plan Update/ Status Report – Harry Englebright
Harry Englebright reported that he would be meeting with Al Sokelow who is heading up
the U.C. Ag Sustainability Study and the General Plan Consultants the next day to
discuss coordinating the two projects. He also reported that there was a joint study
session with the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission scheduled for
Tuesday April 18th to discuss a variety of issues and concerns related to the General Plan.
He also said that Resource Management is going to publish a monthly newsletter on the
General Plan beginning in May.
(c) Wine Services CDBG Grant Proposal Update - Harry Englebright
Mr. Englebright reported there was nothing new to report on this topic. He stated that
Matt Walsh will provide an update at the May meeting of the AAC.
(d) Recommend to the Planning Commission and the Board of Supervisors for Adoption of
the Solano County Uniform Rules and Procedures Governing Agricultural Preserves and
Land Conservation Contracts (Williamson Act) - Harry Englebright
Mr. Englebright discussed the final draft documents with the members of the AAC. He
indicated that the definition of Commercial Agriculture as discussed at the last AAC
meeting has been included. He also said appendix E, which included procedures required
by the state was added to the document.
Mr. Englebright addressed questions from the committee about agricultural verses nonagricultural uses as well as questions regarding minimal parcel sizes for existing verses
new agricultural preserves.
It was moved and seconded to accept the final draft of the Solano County Uniform Rules
and Procedures Governing Agricultural Preserves and Land Conservation Contracts and
refer the documents to the Planning Commission. The motion was carried.
(e) Dixon Downs (Racetrack) Project Status – Harry Englebright
Harry Englebright reported that Mike Yankovich was to report on this item, but that he
was unable to attend the meeting due to a family emergency. No report was available.
Item 7 Identify and Clarify Future Agenda Topics and Timing of Discussion
No changes were made to the list of future agenda topics or the timing of discussion.
Item 8 Public Comments/Announcements/Correspondence
(a) Public Comments
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There were no public comments.
(b) Announcements
There were no announcements.
(c) Correspondence
There were no correspondences.
Item 9 Next Meeting Date
May 10, 2006 at 3:00 p.m., first floor conference room, 501 Texas Street, Fairfield.
Item 10 Adjourn Meeting
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00 p.m.
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