Comment Letter #32f

DRAFT

July ?, 2008

Solano County Department of Resource Management, Planning Services Division
ATTN: Michael Yankovich, Program Planning Manager

675 Texas Street, Suite 5500

Fairfield, CA 95433

Re: Rockville Trails Estates Residential Subdivision RDEIR

Dear Mr. Yankovich:

The California Oak Foundation (COF) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the
Rockville Trails Estates project RDEIR. COF oak woodlands review has identified two
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) deficiencies in the RDEIR: (1) failure to
recognize or comply with Public Resources Code (PRC) §21083.4, county oak
woodlands mitigation standards; (2) CEQA oak woodland biological reviews must 1
analyze and mitigate for substantial carbon dioxide (CO2) "biological emissions," due to
lost oak woodland sequestration capacity and fuelwood combustion releases, when
determining significant effects and proportional mitigation measures. The Rockville
RDEIR fails to do so.

Public Resources Code §21083.4

RDEIR: “Oak woodland and savanna occupies approximately 983 acres of the site,
forming dense to open stands dominated by blue oak...Of the total estimated 4,490 trees
on the site in the tree impact analysis, an estimated 740 trees would be removed
representing approximately 16 percent of the trees on the site...at least 137 of these are
estimated to be trees with trunk diameters of 18 inches.or greater, representing about 19
percent of the trees to be removed and 3 percent of the total trees on the site.” (Pages
IV. C-11, C-58 and C-59)

Comment: In a June 27, 2007 letter COF advised the Solano County Board of 2
Supervisors that the Rockville Trails Estates FEIR was is in violation of PRC §21083.4
oak woodlands mitigation criteria. Regrettably, one-year later the Rockville biological
resources regulatory setting review has again failed to acknowledge or apply PRC
§21083.4. Nowhere in the RDEIR is there a cogent discussion or description of how
Rockville will implement PRC §21083.4 to reduce project oak woodland impacts to less
than significant. ' '

Rockville violates PRC §21083.4 mitigation standards by:

Proposing mitigation for oak trees 6 inches or greater in diameter at breast height
(dbh). PRC §21083.4 requires mitigation for all oak 5 inches or more dbh. |

Proposing 100 percent of project oak woodlands mitigation by planting trees. |
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PRC §21083.4 limits tree planting to no more than 50 percent of oak woodlands
mitigation.

Proposing five years of maintenance for planted oaks. PRC §21083.4 requires
seven years maintenance for planted trees and any planted trees that become
diseased or die during this period must be replaced. -

Proposing a replacement ratio of 1:1 for removed oaks less than 18 inches dbh.
PRC §21083.4 requires that an “appropriate number of trees” be planted and this
absurdly low replacement ratio has absolutely no chance of numerically
compensating over time for the removed oaks or their habitat values.

‘Air Quality :

Background: The current carbon dioxide contribution to global warming is in part a
byproduct of mankind's conversion of the Earth's forest cover to non-forest land use: "In
the last 8,000 years about 45% of the Earth’s original forest cover has disappeared,
cleared mostly during the past century” (Smithsonian 2003). Continuing "deforestation
accounts for about 20% of the carbon dioxide spewed into the atmosphere each year"
(Wall Street Journal 2008). According to the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change, "Carbon dioxide is the most important anthropogenic greenhouse gas...The
global increases in CO2 concentration are due primarily to fossil fuel use and land-use
change" (2007). '

Based on the latest University of California figures (2007), COF estimates that since
1990 California has converted 325,000 acres of oak woodlands to non-forest use. This
means in California there are substantially less acres of oak forest to help reduce state
CO2 emissions by 2020 to 1990 levels as required by Assembly Bill 32. Additionally,
the escalating deforestation of oak woodlands (25,000 acres annually) will make it that
much more difficult and expensive to meet the AB 32 goal of reducing greenhouse gas
emissions to 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050.

The California Climate Change Center has reported that "There is substantial evidence
that temperatures in California are projected to rise 4.7 to 10.5 degrees Fahrenheit by
the end of the century [and] temperatures can increase air quality problems"” (2007). A
University of California study examining the effects of California temperature increases
on blue and valley oaks "found that the areas of the state where the climate is suitable for
these species to grow will shift northward and could shrink to nearly half their current
size as a result of global warming" (2005). Thus, the more that oak woodlands are
converted to non-forest use, the greater the rise in California temperatures and the greater
the temperature increases, the faster oaks are extrapolated from the California landscape.

The publication "Oaks 2040: The Status and Future of Oaks in California" (2006)
estimates that up to 750,000 acres of oak resources are at risk of conversion to non-forest
use by 2040 and "An Inventory of Carbon and California Oaks" (2008) found that
"California oak woodlands and forests could sequester a billion tons of carbon [and] up
to 33 million tons of sequestered carbon are at risk [by 2040] of entering the atmosphere
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