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CITY OF RIO VISTA 
One Main Street, Rio Vista, California 94571 
Phone: (707) 374-6451  Fax: (707) 374-6763 

 
Ken Solomon, Contract Planner 
Solano County Resource Management Department 
Planning Division 
675 Texas Street, Suite 5500 
Fairfield, CA 94533 
 
November 22, 2010 
 
Dear Mr. Solomon, 
 
The City of Rio Vista has received additional details from Cliff Graham, Project Director 
at NextEra Energy Resources in regard to the Montezuma Wind II wind turbine project. 
 
Based on information presented by Mr. Graham, the City understands that this project is 
at least six miles away and will not cause any implications to the present and future 
operations of Rio Vista Municipal Airport. 
 
If the City can receive a formal letter stating the above statement from Mr. Graham for 
the project files, then Solano County can use this letter as the formal response from the 
City in relation to the Rio Vista Municipal Airport rescinding the letter sent on July 19, 
2010 regarding this project since the Rio Vista Municipal Airport has no further concerns 
in relation to the delivery of this project. 
 
Please be advise this letter only represents the interests of the Rio Vista Municipal 
Airport and that my understanding is another letter will be forthcoming from the City of 
Rio Vista Community Development Department in relation to the project. 
 
Should you have any questions in relation to this letter or require additional clarification, 
please don’t hesitate to contact John Andoh, Transit & Airport Coordinator at (707) 374-
5337, email jandoh@ci.rio-vista.ca.us. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
John Andoh 
Transit & Airport Coordinator 
City of Rio Vista 

 

















SOLANO COUNTY 
Department of Resource Management 

Environmental Health Division 
675 Texas Street, Suite 5500 

Fairfield, CA  94533 
www.solanocounty.com 

 
 

Telephone No: (707) 784-6765 Bill Emlen, Director 
Fax: (707) 784-4805 Clifford K. Covey, Assistant Director 

 
 

 
 

Building & Safety 
David Cliche 

Building Official 
 
 

Planning Services 
Mike Yankovich 
Program Manager 

Environmental 
Health 

Terry Schmidtbauer 
Program Manager 

Administrative 
Services 

Suganthi Krishnan 
Sr. Staff Analyst 

Public Works-
Engineering  
Paul Wiese 

 Engineering Manager 

Public Works-
Operations 

Wayne Spencer 
 Operations Manager 

 

  Memorandum 
 
DATE:   December 20, 2010 
 
TO:    Ken Solomon, Project Planner 
 
FROM: Jeffrey Bell, Sr. Environmental Health Specialist 
   

 COPY:  Matthew Geisert, Environmental Health Supervisor 
  Misty Kaltreider, Engineering Geologist 
 
RE: Use Permit Application U-10-04 – Nextera Energy Resources  
 Montezuma II Wind, LLC, Project 
 Montezuma Hills APN’s 0090-090-060, 070, 080, 090, 100, 140, 300, 310 
 0090-190-150, 160, and 0090-100-020, 040, and 140. 
************************************************************************* 
Project Description: 
Montezuma II Wind, LLC, proposes to develop a commercial wind energy facility with 34 
turbines plus related facilities and infrastructure including a 5,000 square foot O&M building on 
approximately 2,731 acres in the Montezuma Hills area: 4 miles south of Highway 12, east of 
Birds Landing Road, west of Currie and Anderson Roads, bisected by Montezuma Hills Road, 
and 8 miles west of Rio Vista.  
 
Discussion: 
The proposed 2,731 acre site is adjacent to the existing Shiloh I, enXco V, and High Winds, wind 
energy projects.  As of October 2010, Nexterra reports there are 833 wind turbines installed and 
operating in the Montezuma Hills with 16 additional wind turbines under construction, for a total 
of 849 existing wind turbines in the wind resources area of Solano County.  The proposed 
additional 34 wind turbines at the Montezuma II Wind, LLC project are planned for connection to 
the Pacific Gas and Electric Company’s regional Vaca-Dixon-Contra Costa 230 kilo-volt 
transmission circuits. 
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Sewage Disposal 
A 5,000 square foot Operations and Maintenance Building is proposed in the north-east portion of 
the project boundary.  The O + M building is proposed on APN 0090-090-090, which is 
approximately 301.5 acres in size.  Soil testing shall be performed at the property in the area 
proposed for construction of the on-site sewage disposal system, proposed to serve the O + M 
Building. Site testing shall be performed in accordance with Solano County Code, Chapter 6.4, 
Sewage Disposal Standards.  Site testing shall be performed under permit from Environmental 
Health, and the site testing shall be performed by a California licensed professional engineer, 
registered environmental health specialist, geologist, or soil scientist. The site testing shall be 
specifically coordinated with this office.  An approved on-site sewage disposal system design 
shall be issued with the Building Division, Building Permit.  The sewage disposal system will 
need to be sized, based on the number of employees using the site, and the type of work being 
performed.  The State of California licensed consultant shall provide a design flow as part of the 
design submittal for the on-site sewage disposal system. 
 
Water Supply 
A water supply well is not indicated as the water source for the proposed O + M Building.  The 
State of California Department of Public Health, Division of Drinking Water requires issuance of 
a permit where 25 or more people are served drinking water on a daily basis for any period of 60 
days during the year.  If there are less than 25 persons per day on average, the water well will not 
have a mandated sample, testing and reporting program.  The water supply well shall be 
constructed within the boundaries of the legal parcel where the Operations and Maintenance 
Building is proposed. 
 
Hazardous Materials 
All petroleum, oils, grease, lubricants, antifreeze and similar hazardous materials will be stored at 
the proposed Operations and Maintenance Building, or other staging areas storage will be in 
appropriate containers.  Hazardous materials, equal to or in excess of 55 gallons of liquid, 500 
pounds of solid, and / or 200 cubic feet of compressed gas will require the applicant to submit an 
approved Hazardous Materials Business Plan. 
 
The proposed substation will include on main step-up transformer (230 KV / 115 megavolt-
ampere [MVA] and one pad mounted 34.5 kv transformer to be placed at the base of each turbine.  
A generator is also proposed for emergency power.  The generator is powered by a liquefied 
petroleum gas fueled combustion engine. 
 
Noise 
The applicant has stated a noise level of 60 decibels shall not be exceeded at any of the adjacent 
neighbors property lines.  The applicant references the potential to relocate  eight wind turbines, 
to restrict the operation of four wind turbines, and/or to obtain a noise waiver from the adjacent 
property owner.  
 

 Recommendation: 
The Environmental Health Division does not have objection to the issuance of the land use permit 
for the proposed project with the following conditions to be met prior to issuance of building 
division permits: 
 

1. The number of employees shall be clarified by the applicant and in the event 25 or more 
people per day on average are planned for any 60 day period, the State of California 
Department of Public Health, Division of Drinking Water, Betty Graham, shall be contacted 
at 510 620-3474. Permitting requirements for the drinking water distribution system are 
regulated by the State of California. 
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2. The Hazardous Materials Section of Environmental Health shall verify if permit 
requirements are applicable to the Operation and Maintenance Building and staging areas of 
the project site.  Chemical inventories are required when chemicals stored on-site meet or 
exceed 55 gallons liquid, 200 cubic feet of gas and / or 500 pounds of solid, potentially 
hazardous materials. 

3. Chemical toilets shall be provided for construction workers for the duration of construction 
activities. 

4. An evaluation of the existing site conditions shall be performed under permit from this 
office by a properly licensed consultant, and shall be included with an on-site sewage 
disposal system design submittal.  The design submittal shall include the proposed 
wastewater flow calculations, in accordance with Solano County Code, Chapter 6.4 Sewage 
Disposal Standards.  Approved on-site sewage disposal plans are required for issuance of 
the Building Division, Building Permit.  An on-site sewage disposal system application shall 
be made separate from the Building Division Permit process, and the separate application 
shall include, permit and applications fees, due and payable to Environmental Health. 
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