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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF
The Middle Green Valley
Citizen’s Advisory Committee
November 17, 2008
The regular meeting of the Middle Green Valley Citizen’s Advisory Committee
was held Monday, November 17, 2008, in the Solano County Administration
Center, Multi-Purpose Room, 675 Texas St., Fairfield, CA 94533.

1.

MEMBERS PRESENT:

Craig Gillespie, Bob Hagar, Herb Hughes, Sarah
Lindemann, Bill Mayben, Nancy Nelson, Anthony
Russo and James Wiley

MEMBERS ABSENT:

None

OTHERS PRESENT:

Solano County Supervisor John Silva, Solano County
Supervisor James Spering, Jim Laughlin, Deputy
County Counsel, Birgitta Corsello, Director, Resource
Management; Mike Yankovich, Planning Manager,
Resource Management; Matt Walsh, Principal
Planner; Resource Management; and Diane
Buschman,
Office
Assistant
III,
Resource
Management

Welcome and Introductions
Mike Yankovich briefly reviewed the meeting agenda and asked staff and CAC
members to introduce themselves. Supervisor Silva then expressed his
appreciation for the Middle Green Valley CAC members for volunteering their
time to work on the program. As appointees of the Board of Supervisors he
stated that their function was to assist county staff and consultants to develop a
land use plan for Middle Green Valley. He also stated that for many years Middle
Green Valley has been the focus of a number of use concepts all of which
languished due to disputes and lawsuits. On November 4, 2008 the county
General Plan was adopted by the Solano County voters with more than 70%
voter approval. Many different interest groups came together and listened to
each other and considered other alternatives and compromises to make the
General Plan work. The new General Plan balances promotion of agriculture,
habitat protection, open space, recreational space as well as creating places for
residential and industrial and commercial development. The General Plan
creates a section in Middle Green Valley which outlines the parameters for a new
approach. The Board of Supervisors expects that the CAC will come up with an
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acceptable plan for the Middle Green Valley. It will require the CAC to work
together, listen to each other, take a chance, think about and discuss new
concepts and not dwell on past differences. Supervisor Silva concluded by
saying he hoped the CAC could create a plan that they would be proud to have
their names on.
Supervisor Spering also thanked the new CAC members for serving on the
committee. He agreed with Supervisor Silva that this was an opportunity to come
together and create a workable plan for the Middle Green Valley. He then
reviewed some of the CAC’s procedural guidelines. He stated that there would
be no Chair that would break a tie vote. If the group could not come to agreement
on a key issue after two meetings the issue would go before the Solano County
Planning Commission for resolution. He also stated that the Board had made it
clear to county staff that the project could not stall out on an issue because of the
tight time schedule needed to complete the plan He also asked that if an
alternate was representing a voting member that he identify himself as a voting
member before the meeting began. He again encouraged the group to work
together to create a plan for the Middle Green Valley that they could be proud of.
He stated that the goal is to have most of the details worked out for the Master
Plan for the Middle Green Valley in six months. The committee would then work
for another three months to develop policy guidelines. Following that County staff
would then begin the CEQA process.
Bill Mayben brought up the point that the resolution that created the Middle
Green Valley CAC calls for a seventh person to be added if deemed necessary
by the committee. Supervisor Spering did not think the group would be able to
agree on choosing a seventh person in a timely manner. Nancy Nelson stated
that she was not in favor of using the Planning Commission to resolve disputes
because it was a political body. Supervisor Spering stated that the Board might
be receptive to a seventh person if the committee could come to an agreement.
However in the absence of a seventh member the process is in place to use the
Planning Commission in the event of an unresolved matter. Anthony Russo
stated that if the six committee members can’t come to agreement on an issue
someone or something has to be in place to bring about resolution. Mr. Mayben
hoped that the committee would be given the benefit of the doubt that they could
resolve their differences within the group using a seventh person if needed.
Birgitta Corsello stated that with a six month process there has to be something
in place to resolve impasses in a timely manner. With nothing in place there
could be impasses at every meeting and there would be no progress made. Ms.
Nelson stated that she understood that point and that she would actually prefer to
have a member of the staff serve as the seventh member rather than a political
body like the Planning Commission. Supervisor Spering stated that the county
will be spending approximately $300,000. on the project and it cannot turn a blind
eye to a process that does not move forward.
Craig Gillespie asked if there would be any “give” in the timeline if the group was
making progress but was taking longer than six months. Supervisor Spering
answered that if the group was cooperating with each other and moving forward
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the timeline could be extended but not for a lengthy period of time. Supervisor
Spering also stated that the procedures regarding resolution of issues were not
discussed with any of the CAC members ahead of this meeting.
2.

General Plan Update Objectives and Work Program
Mike Yankovich identified Herb Hughes as the alternate for the Green Valley
Landowners Association and Bob Hagar as the alternate for the landowner
group.
Mr. Yankovich then briefly reviewed the goals and policies, implementation
programs and land use diagram for the Middle Green Valley special study area
as presented in the recently adopted General Plan. The goal of the project is to
protect and maintain the rural character of Middle Green Valley while allowing
opportunities for compatible residential development to occur.

3.

Review of the Role of the CAC
Supervisor Spering stated that the role of the committee was to assist the Solano
County Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission by providing input on the
development of the Middle Green Valley Specific Plan according to the policies
set forth in the General Plan. The Middle Green Valley CAC is an advisory body
to the Board of Supervisors and Planning Commission. As the process moves
forward completed portions of the plan will be brought before the Planning
Commission and Board of Supervisors for their input.

4.

Review Sample of Bylaws
Mr. Yankovich briefly reviewed the sample bylaws and stated that they would be
resubmitted with revisions for review by the CAC.

5.

Review List of Firms on RFP List
Mr. Yankovich stated that a consultant will act as Chair during the committee
meetings. A request for proposal (RFP) will be mailed out to consulting firms at
the end of the week. The goal is to hire a consultant in time for him/her to be
present at the January meeting (the six month timeframe begins in January
2009). Sarah Lindemann asked about the consultant hiring process. Mr.
Yankovich suggested that a sub committee consisting of some of the CAC
members, one of the Planning Commissioners and staff would be used as part of
the interview process. Interviews will be held during the second or third week of
December.
Mr. Mayben stated that he thought the committee was going to operate within an
18 month process. He expressed his concern that the six month timeframe was
pushing the committee too early in the process around some issues that he
considered to be vital to the success of the project. He also thought that the
consultant hired to work on the project will be key to its success and that the
hiring process shouldn’t be rushed. Mr. Hughes thought that it was important to
hire a consultant that meshed with the committee. Mr. Russo asked if committee
members could submit consultant names for consideration. He also suggested
that two members from each landowner group serve on the hiring committee.
Staff agreed with the suggestions. Supervisor Spering recommended putting
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together a selection committee that consisted of some of the CAC members and
have the interviews open to everyone. Ms. Nelson asked how the consultants
currently on the list were selected and asked if any of them could be eliminated.
Supervisor Spering stated that they did not want to eliminate any name on the
list. Ms. Corsello answered Ms. Nelson’s first question by stating that the
Planning Division receives many resumes, proposals and requests to be added
from consulting firms and maintains a file of these firms. The consulting names
on the list came from that file. Mr. Yankovich asked that any additional consultant
names be submitted to the Planning Division early in the week so that the RFP
can be sent out by the end of the week.
6.

Discussion of Public Meeting Requirements
Jim Laughlin briefly reviewed the Brown Act requirements. He stated that there
were three legal areas a body such as the CAC should be aware of – the Brown
Act, financial interest reporting requirements and ethics training.
Financial interest reporting is part of the Fair Political Practices Act. The CAC is
an advisory body that will be providing input to decision making bodies. CAC
members must disclose any potential financial interests that might be materially
affected by decisions rendered by the Board of Supervisors or Planning
Commission. The Form 700 should be completed and submitted as soon as
possible. The Middle Green Valley CAC is not subject to the ethics training
requirement because the County is not providing any financial compensation or
reimbursement to the CAC.
Mr. Laughlin referred the CAC to their copy of the Attorney General’s handbook
on the Brown Act. The purpose of the Brown Act is to let the public know what
their elected officials and appointees are doing. As an appointed advisory body to
the Board of Supervisors the Middle Green Valley CAC is subject to the Brown
Act. It is required that the Middle Green Valley CAC meetings be open to the
public. If a majority of the CAC (four members) come together and discuss
anything that has to do with the business of the CAC it is a violation of the Brown
Act unless it is a noticed public meeting. Mr. Laughlin also noted that a “meeting”
these days is not just the members being physically present in a room at the
same time. Meetings can also occur by conference call or e-mail where a
message is sent out to the group. This could be a problem because this is
communicating as a group and engaging in an activity that should be occurring in
a public environment. He asked that any e-mails that they want to distribute to
everyone should be sent to staff and they can distribute the information.
Sequential meetings (where information is passed along in a serial manner) are
also subject to Brown Act requirements. An example of a sequential meeting is
where an e-mail is sent to someone and that person sends it to another and on
and on. Mr. Laughlin asked committee members to contact him if they had any
questions on the material covered.

7.

General Housekeeping: Meeting Dates and Times
The committee agreed to meet every three weeks on Mondays (with a few
exceptions) at 6:15 p.m. The next meeting will be held on Wednesday,
December 10, 2008. The open interviews for the consultant will be held on
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Wednesday, December 17, 2008. The selection committee will consist of the six
CAC members and 2 County staff.
8.

Materials for Next Meeting: Information Binder
Mr. Yankovich reviewed the contents of the binder distributed to the CAC
members. The binder included background information such as Guiding
Principles & Orderly Growth, a sample work program and Schedule, Citizen’s
Guide to planning, General Plan Guidelines, California Planning Guide, Brown
Act information and draft by-laws.

9.

Public Comments
Linda Seifert, Board of Supervisors elect, stated that she was looking forward to
attending as many meetings as possible as the Middle Green Valley area is in
the heart of District 2. She thought that creating the Middle Green Valley plan will
be a great opportunity to improve and enhance the area for the whole county.

Since there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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