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Comment Letter #28 (cont'd)

City of Fairfield Comments: Revised Rockville Trails Project

1V. A, AESTHETICS

1. Visual Impacts on Rockville Hills Park. The Draft EIR for the Modified Project
determines that the impact to the visual quality of the park from the proposed project as
less than significant. The City remains concerned, as we expressed in our letter of
October 11, 2006, about visual impacts on the park. We are particularly concerned
about impacts associated with Road A, the main entrance road (Figure IVA-10). We
suggest the following additional changes to the project and mitigation measures:

¢ Clarify that the project will include design standards related to community
facilities, landscapes, accessory structures, and other elements to reduce the visual 1
impact on the park.

» Mitigate the impact of Road A, the main entrance road, through a narrower
roadway and use of a median island, and/or naturalistic landscaping along the road.

e We are also concerned about the visibility of the community park. Landscaping
should primarily be to native plants and the park design should use an informal,
naturalistic layout to reduce visual impacts.

¢ Finally, we remain concemned about the visibility of the planned fire station.
Community facilities visible from Rockville Hills Park should be screened from
off-site view through native oak and other naturalistic plantings.

IV. B. AIR QUALITY

No comments.

IV. C. BIOLOGY

2. Sudden Qak Death. The EIR does not address Sudden Oak Death (SOD), which
impacts many varieties of oak trees. Were any studies done on the existence of this
disease on the subject property? Trees have been diagnosed with this disease at Green
Valley Falls northwest of the site. This project will likely put additional environmental
stress on trees throughout the subject property during development, which could allow 2
SOD to vector onto the subject property bringing the incurable disease closer to the
existing oak trees in Rockville Hills Regional Park. We suggest this issue be addressed
as part of Mitigation Measure BIO-4b, which mitigates loss of vegetative cover,

IV. D. CULTURAL RESOURCES

No comments.

IV.E. GEOLOGY/SOILS

No comments.
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Comment Letter #28 (cont'd)

IV.F. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS WASTES

Please review the comments under I'V. J. Public Services-Fire, for our concerns about fire
hazards. .

1V. G. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

3. Rockville Hills Park Impacts. The City of Fairfield owns and manages Rockville
Hills Park immediately south of the proposed project and would be recetving post-
project runoff. The EIR does contain information on project design features and
mitigation measures designed to eliminate off-site impacts. We would request that the
EIR require third party engineering review of stormwater detention and management
systems that impacts drainage and stream sedimentation in the City of Fairfield or
Rockville Hills Park.

IV. H. LAND USE PLANNING

No comments.

IV. 1. NOISE

No comments.

IV.J. PUBLIC SERVICES

4. Fire. We are concerned that this project increases the chance of wild land fires
impacting Rockville Hills Regional Park. In addition, the proposed water system does
not have the capacity to support any meaningful fire suppression efforts. The EIR
should include specific fire mitigation measures that address preventing the spread of
wildfires to the park and other properties, as well as adequate water supply for both
structural and wildland fire suppression.

The Modified Project EIR includes a proposed fire station, to be funded and staffed per
agreement with the Cordelia Fire Protection District (CFPD). The project description
summarizes this funding agreement as follows: 4

Further, arrangements have been completed with the CFPD for identification of
initial fair-share funding of both facility construction and equipment to support
the station, and for on-going funding to cover any potential shortfall in
operational costs during project buildout.

The EIR mitigation program is unclear on the precise timing for construction and
operation of the station. The document should include a clear description of when and
how the station will be completed, with clearly defined benchmarks tied to
development.
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Comment Letter #28 (cont'd)

5. Parks and Recreation. Access from the subdivision and its new public trail system
into Rockville Hills Regional Park are still not adequately addressed in the RDEIR,
Last June, the City of Fairfield provided a memorandum to the Solano County Planning
Commission, The memorandum outlined the recreational value of Rockville Hills
Regional Park to the new development, identified the increased use and associated
maintenance that would result from this development.

The City has the following comments which should be addressed by the EIR:

1. The North Gate is the logical place to make an at-grade connection between the
proposed development and the Park.. This connection should be an above grade
pedestrian bridge or a lighted surface crosswalk. Any connection must be
approved by the City of Fairfield.

2. If the North (Gate is reopened, the developer should be responsible for purchasing
and installing an Intelli-Pay park pass machine at this location. The estimated cost
to do this 1s $15,000. (2007 pricing)

3. If an approved crossing is not installed by the developer, developer shall be
responsible for modifying the current North Gate to preclude unauthorized access
and abate nuisance issues. The modification shall conform to the requirements of
the Cordelia Fire Protection District. Modifications to the North Gate shall be
approved by the City of Fairfield and the Cordelia Fire Protection District.

4. The City also recommends the proposed parking lot for the neighborhood park be
relocated to Road A, adjacent to the proposed fire station. This location would limit
traffic for the park going deeper into the community, still allow for easy access to
the public trail system, the adjacent fire station would be able to monitor parking lot
activity and could support parking for Rockville Hills Regional Park. The parking
lot is to be recorded with a Public Access Easement on it and shall be designed to
accommodate horse trailers.

IV. K. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC

6. Bicycle Facilities. Page IV.K-7 Rockville Road - While there is shoulder striping
along most of Rockville Road there is nothing indicating that bike lanes actually exist.
The draft EIR indicates Rockville Road is posted as a 55 mph speed zone, no signs exist
indicating this to be true from Green Valley Road to Suisun Valley Road. Going
westbound from Suisun Valley Road there is a 35 mph sign posted and then further down
the road a sign indicates the 35 mph restriction has been ended. Coming from Green 6
Valley Road there is one sign indicating the safe speed of an upcoming turn is 50 mph or
less. The Rockville Hills Regional Park Management Plan calls for the study of the

creation of a Class II bikeway from the community college to the intersection of Rockville |
Road and Suisun Valley Road. A Class I bikeway is recommended from that intersection
to the parks main entrance. The Class | bikeway was recommended on this section due to |
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Comment Letter #28 (cont'd)

the road's high speed and poor visibility, which could create hazardous conditions for 1 6
cyclists using the existing shoulder lane or a Class II bicycle route. I (contd)

7. Traffic. The DEIR contains the following data on intersection levels of service for
City of Fairfield intersections in the table below. Note that the table depicts the worse
case level of service for either the a.m, or p.m. peak travel periods.

Existing Near-Term

(2010) w/ Project Intersections LOS LOS

s Green Vallejo Rd / Mangels Blvd C C

s (Green Valley Rd / Business Center Dr E F

e Suisun Valley Rd / I-80 WB Off-Ramp E F 7
e Abernathy Rd / I-80 WB Ramps D F

* Green Valley Rd /I-80 WB On-Ramp F F

¢ Suisun Valley Rd / I-80 EB Ramps C F

e Lopes Rd/I-80 EB Ramps F F

¢ Abernathy Rd / I-80 EB Ramps C F

The DRAFT EIR acknowledges the impacts and suggests that future regional
transportation projects including the North Connector (planned reliever road north of I-80
between Abernathy Road and Hwy 12) future improvements to the I-80 / I-680 interchange
and future upgrades to existing I-80 interchanges at Abernathy Road, Pittman/Suisun
Valley Road and Green Valley / Lopes Road will mitigate many of these impacts.

The City has the following specific concerns regarding traffic impacts.

8. Unmitigated Near-Term Impacts. The DRAFT EIR further acknowledges that many
of these regional improvements will not be completed in the near term and hence there
will be un-mitigated near term impacts created by the project. The conclusion that a
potential future regional transportation project that is not funded will mitigate all 8
development related impacts well after the residential project is built is flawed. The
report did not recognize that all anticipated transportation deficiencies must be fully
mitigated prior to development of proposed project.

9. Pro-rate shares not defined. The DRAFT EIR acknowledges the need for the
developer to participate on a pro-rata fair share basis in mitigating the project’s impacts
on local roads and intersections, but the level of that participation is not clear. The
report identified that the project should contribute a pro-rata fair share for mitigation at 9
six Fairfield intersections, ranging from five to ten percent. It should be stated that the
final fair share contributions would be subject to further negotiations with Fairficld as
to the methodology to be used to determine individual intersection costs.

10. The transportation assumptions regarding intersection traffic controls and land
configurations are not accurate for existing conditions along with anticipated 10
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