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Introduction
As part of its comprehensive process for updating its Strategic Plan, First 5 Solano
Children and Families Commission directed its Community Engagement Committee to
carry out a process to gather input and participation from the community for the 2012
Strategic Plan update. This process included outreach to community agencies, service
providers, parent groups and the business community as part of the information
gathering process. (Appendix A)
These groups were all asked to respond to a series of questions (Appendix C) designed
to elicit their views on the current needs in the community related to children 0-5 and
their families. The group sessions offer the Commission additional insights as they
work through the strategic planning process. Overall, this information represents a rich
and substantive body of community input, feelings and concerns.
While the prevailing concerns of provider and parent groups overlapped or were very
similar in some areas, each of the groups approached them from a differing viewpoint
and there were differing priorities between what service providers saw as the greatest
need for services and the parents’ stated priorities.
Note that, although the current economic downturn has increased stress and financial
difficulties for families, the primary themes/concerns expressed in the 2006 Community
Input Report are still prevalent today. A primary difference between the 2006 and 2011
Community Input Reports is the increase in barriers that families are facing in accessing
services and providing healthy developmental opportunities for their children. These
barriers are seen as directly related to the economic crisis and are primarily focused
around the issues of basic needs. As one parent put it, “How am I supposed to teach
my child about eating healthy, if I’m worried about what I am even going to be able to
put on the table?”
Key points from the Community Input Report are summarized as follows:
 Childcare is a fundamental issue in the community. Families continue to struggle
with finding and affording both drop-in and regular child care.
 Both groups see the fundamental issues surrounding children in the community as
being related to parents who are coping as best they can with high stressors, and an
increased need for parent education and support.

The economic crisis has hit families hard, leading to increased issues surrounding
family stability.
 Parents want their children to have access to recreational activities. They think this
is very important for their children’s development.
 Continued access to health care and dental care are very important.
 The message that the first years are important to prevent crisis later is a familiar one
in the community.
 There are an emerging group of families seeking services and help due to job and
income loss, but still making too much to qualify for services.
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Findings & Results
A synopsis of the information gathered during the Community Input Report process is
presented below. Findings are presented by current Commission Priorities. Data
tables and charts are included as Appendices.

(P1) Priority: Health & Well Being
The Health and Well Being Priority includes two goals: (G1) All children are born to their
optimal health potential and (G2) All children maintain optimal health.
Parents/Caregiver
Groups
Quality affordable,
accessible health care
Affordable, accessible
dental care

Mentioned

Coalition/Agencies Groups

Mentioned

5 of 10

Prenatal Care

7 of 14

4 of 10

Quality affordable, accessible
health care

7 of 14

Mental Health

6 of 14

Health Care
Participants uniformly agree that continued access to health care is a concern for
families. The need or lack of accessible health care was not an issue except in a few
families that had just recently lost coverage due to unemployment and one mother who
expressed that her child did not currently have health care. The facilitator of each of
those parent groups immediately responded that health care for those children was
available, and to make sure that they met with the respective facilitators after the
meetings to receive enrollment information.
The primary concerns participants had related to healthcare were that there are
difficulties with transportation to and from appointments.
Prenatal Care
Coalition and group agencies ranked prenatal care as one of the most important
children’s health issues. The providers continue to see younger teen mothers who are
struggling with substance abuse issues, or may be receiving prenatal care later in their
pregnancies.
Mental Health
I want my child to learn how to behave early, because I know it avoids problems down the road
and he’ll do good in school.”
-Hispanic Mother

Participants in every group commented on the behaviors of children, usually in
conjunction with parenting skill levels. While these issues are inextricably tied together,
there was recognition that focusing on the issues that children are dealing with at home,
(anger, substance abuse, high family stress, lack of consistent housing, lack of basic
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needs and families dealing with economic stress) all contribute to issues of socialization
and a child’s future success in school. Participants believed that the continued
availability of mental health screenings were important. However, participants at
several input meetings believed that services focused on helping parents develop
parenting skills to help address the problems of their children should also be a primary
service and could help mitigate children’s mental health issues. Another issue is that
children are dealing with higher levels of stress from parents which can in turn affect
children’s optimal development due to lack of proper care by parents/caregivers
because they fail to recognize children’s mental health needs and how to obtain
services.
Dental Health
Parents were concerned that dental coverage continues to be available to children. The
other concerns were that non-basic oral health services were very expensive, and that
many of them were not covered, or not covered in their entirety by Medi-Cal. Parents
also had difficulty finding a dentist locally that would take Medi-Cal and if they were able
to find a dentist, the dentist was not taking new patients. One mother had called
dentists as far away as Pinole in order to have her child receive dental care.

(P2) Priority: Early Childhood Learning & Development
The Early Childhood Learning and Development Priority has three general goals: (G1)
All children’s learning & development are integrated into the community; (G2) All
children receive high quality childcare; and (G2) All children enter kindergarten ready to
learn.
Parents/Caregiver Groups

Mentioned

Coalition/Agencies Groups

Mentioned

Appropriate and affordable
recreational programs and
facilities for young children

9 of 10

Quality, affordable accessible
child care

7 of 14

Quality, affordable
accessible child care

8 of 10

Preschool/Kindergarten
Readiness

5 of 14

Preschool/Kindergarten
Readiness

5 of 10

Schools and Education

5 of 14

Quality, Affordable and Accessible Childcare
“Child care is a big issue. Childcare is paramount.”

-Fairfield Dad

“Just because it’s there, doesn’t mean it’s safe, I don’t want to leave my baby with just anyone.
How do you trust them?”
-Teen Mom

Participants were very concerned about the availability, affordability and quality of child
care. The primary issue related to child care by all groups was affordability. Child care
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is so expensive that most families in the groups surveyed cannot afford it without some
kind of help or subsidy. Parents with income above the qualifying amount for
subsidized childcare are frustrated because they are barely able to afford quality child
care and still make ends meet. Many people have resorted to leaving their children with
family members or neighbors.
Participants also expressed the need for qualified child care providers. They
understand the importance of leaving their children with some who is trained to teach or
nurture their child. Many participants expressed concern that you “get what you pay for”
meaning parents are having to utilize whoever they can afford, and in some cases they
believe their children are suffering. A number of parents were very concerned and
expressed that they had real fears about leaving their children with anyone other than
someone they knew, even if the provider was licensed.
There is a prevailing concern that parents are unable to afford child care and this affects
their employment options. One respondent commented that she had a good worker
who was part of a work/study program. When the employee was no longer eligible for
subsidized childcare due to changing income levels, she lost her child care and was
unable to attend school and this made her ineligible for the employment program at the
same time, so she also lost her job.
Parents also expressed frustration at the lack of “drop-in” child care. Several stated that
they may have a doctor’s appointment or a job interview, but cannot find someone to
watch their child for a few hours.
Enrichment/Recreational Activities
I want my kids to learn how to play together with other kids, but when T-ball is $170, and there
isn’t anything else available, I don’t know how I’m going to do that.
-Single Mom

The lack of recreational opportunities for children under the age of five was another
important issue for parents and caregivers. Parents expressed frustration at the lack of
affordable activities in the county for small children and families. Many participants
expressed an understanding that their children needed physical activities to stay
healthy, but cited a lack of available activities, facilities and safe parks as a concern for
them. The scarcity of available and affordable arts, sports, and recreation programs or
classes was commented on by groups in every city in the county. Parents would like to
see more activities available and one parent commented, “I want my child to learn how
to discover her own ideas and be creative.”
The responses from the parent groups overwhelmingly prioritized enrichment activities,
sports and the availability of family activities for their children as a priority. The request
for these services crossed all socio-economic and language groups. Several parents
expressed that they wanted their children to be confident, and learn how to express
themselves and have their own ideas and they needed activities and places that could
help create positive family experiences.
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Additionally, several parents commented that when they had taken their children to the
doctor for behavior issues, one of the recommendations from the doctor was that they
involve their child in some type of outside activity such as sports or dance classes to
help the child improve his/her social and interaction skills.
Preschool/Educational Concerns
There is a prevailing concern that children are not prepared to enter kindergarten and
the reason for this is the lack of preschool experiences that are available to children in
Solano County, and the inability of parents to successfully prepare their children for
school. There is concern that the lack of school readiness greatly affects the future
educational success of children and puts undue strain on the school systems. Parents
expressed concern that there are not enough low-cost pre-schools or pre-school
activities available for children in the community. They understand that pre-school
helps their children do better in kindergarten and they don’t want them to be behind.
Some participants stated that parents themselves are struggling to supply basic needs
and do not have the time nor the understanding of the development needed by their
child prior to entering school. Literacy was also raised by several groups. The literacy
of both parents/caregivers and children was of concern. One participant commented
that 10% of the community was illiterate and another stated that literacy is the
foundation on which all other skills are built. Group participants believe that promoting
literacy skills and offering literacy programs will help both parent/caregivers and children
achieve better educational outcomes.

(P3) Priority: Family Support & Parent Education
Family Support & Parent Education has two general goals: (G7) All families have
access to support systems and community services; and (G8) All parents support their
child’s development. The concerns most mentioned by participants under this priority
were the need for parent education and parenting skills, transportation and location of
services, basic needs and family support. This Priority received the most discussion and
input of all the Priorities among all groups.
Parents/Caregiver Groups

Mentioned

Coalition/Agencies Groups

Mentioned

Behavior/Discipline

6 of 10

Parent/caregiver education

10 of 14

Parent/caregiver education

6 of 10

Transportation/location of
services

8 of 14

Transportation/location of
services

4 of 10

Basic Needs

8 of 14

Caregiver/family support

3 of 10

Caregiver/family support

8 of 14

Parent/Caregiver/Family Education
The Family Resource Centers are important; I know they can help me there.”

-A mom
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Parenting skills/education were the most-discussed issues among coalition/agency
service providers. The lack of good parenting is deemed to be at the root of many of
the problem issues in the community today. Most participants agree that parents need
education and support to help them become positive role models and parents and help
their children achieve the skills necessary to be successful. Several groups were
concerned with choices that parents made that affected their children negatively. For
example, several groups are concerned children being raised by mothers who are
involved with gang members.
Participants stated that helping parents/caregivers reach their full potential is the most
important priority for addressing issues surrounding positive outcomes for children in the
community. Offering classes, encouraging mentorship and volunteers and promoting
inter-generational contact with grandparents or seniors in the community were all ideas
raised that could help develop better parenting skills. One teen parent commented,
“That the only way she knows how to do the right thing for her daughter, is that she
doesn’t do what her parents did.”
Many parents are very focused on providing basic needs. They want to do the best
things for their children. Most parents are distracted by trying to pay bills, and many are
the primary caregiver for their child. Parents stated that it would be difficult for them to
attend parenting classes due to lack of child care or time. There is also somewhat of a
stigma attached to attending classes, the suggestion of not labeling them as “parent
education” classes, instead calling them resource fairs or something else might
encourage parents to attend.
One mother thought it could be intimidating to go to one; another was worried that
people might think she was not a good parent. Most parents expressed that they are
often unsure what they are doing, and want to know if they are doing it “right”. Another
issue related to parenting classes is ability to get to the classes, especially at night as
many parents don’t have transportation.
Parents who have utilized parenting classes through Family Resource Centers or
School Readiness sites stated that the classes really helped them learn what things to
do for their children and how to help deal positively with their children’s behaviors.
Home-visiting programs were also cited as a “plus” by parents, who said that sometimes
it is easier to ask questions or learn when there is a focus on what is going on in the
home.
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Transportation
Once there are no more bus passes, I can’t go to my appointments.
-Expectant Teen Mother

Parents/caregivers and service providers listed the lack of transportation available to
those seeking services and the lack of centralized services in the neighborhoods in
which they are needed as a major hindrance for families seeking help.
This issue is exacerbated because many service providers have consolidated sites or
closed down facilities in order to save money. This makes it very hard for people to go
to appointments in order to receive benefits or health care or fulfill requirements in order
to receive services. Many times, people rely on others for rides that are not able to wait
for them and can only take them one direction.
Agencies that do have bus passes available, often run out and this increases the
difficulty for families looking for work or going to doctor’s appointments. Suggestions to
address this issue included offering more bus pass funding, or finding a way to take
services “on the road” including bringing services to a location such as a neighborhood
school or family resource center once a month, which would allow people to access a
dental screening or sign up for WIC services. Community Based Organizations also
believe that additional collaboration across service providers and providing several
services at multi agency site locations could help families have better access to
services.
Accessible Services and Resources
Many participants were familiar with the Family Resource Centers and knew how to find
out about services in their neighborhoods. Other parents were unsure about how to find
services, but relied friends and family who knew about services.
WIC was listed as a good source of information for parents, particularly in the areas of
nutrition and child health. In addition, one teen mom stated that she often called her
WIC worker when she had questions about other things, because she knew this person
would tell her the answer without judging her [like her mom might].
Basic Needs
Providing basic needs to families was a primary discussion point for service providers,
but only came up in parent/caregiver groups as a secondary response or in relation to
other problems that were being discussed. This means that basic needs are something
with which families are struggling, but many may be receiving services or information
through their FRC or Head Start site, for example, that are helping them to survive.
Service providers shared that the struggle of poverty and lack of basic needs can
become so overwhelming that parents are unable to provide more than basic parenting.
In addition, these stressors are then being transferred onto their children, and contribute
to behavior and discipline issues in children. Service providers feel that it is difficult to
address other family issues and concerns if these basic needs are not fulfilled.
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Caregiver/Family Support & Education
The main concern in this area is the need to provide more accessible services and
resources for parents. Participants expressed that services and support groups are in
great need to serve families in which there is substance abuse, non-English-speaking
families, single parents, teen parents and fathers. Participants believe that parents
need help with the basics in order to even begin to be able to guide and nurture their
children. The need to support families basic needs before was a repeating theme that
needs to be addressed before other support issues can be addressed.
Mental Health (Parents)
Participants cited counseling as a need for families dealing with stress, substance
abuse problems and economic hardships, particularly as there are families that have
never accessed services before are now needing them for family support.

Other Issues
Parents/Caregiver Groups

Mentioned

Helping child with
School/advocating at school

7 of 10

Safety of children

4 of 10

Support for Fathers

3 of 10

Coalition/Agencies Groups
Community
Support/partnership
Mental Health counseling for
parents
Poverty/Financial/Economy

Mentioned
6 of 14
6 of 14
5 of 14

School Advocacy
Parents, particularly Spanish-speakers, are very concerned about understanding the
school system and the way that it works. They want to be able to advocate for their
child if necessary and would like to be involved in school activities. Many of them find
school intimidating and the language barrier makes it difficult for them. Participants
expressed that they know their child will do better in school if they can help them, but
many are unsure how to help or the language barrier makes it difficult to do so.
Safety of Children
Many parents expressed their fears about when their children are away from them, and
with whom they might have to leave their children. Teen moms in particular were
uncomfortable with leaving their children, even in the nursery at school. Hispanic moms
also expressed concern about the time that their children are away from them at school.
Parents expressed that they would like safe places to take their children to play such as
parks or even in their neighborhoods.
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Community Support & Partnership
Participants believe that the entire community is needed to develop and raise healthy
children and support families. Agency and service provider groups believe that Solano
already has many collaborations in place and participants encouraged additional
collaboration and service providers finding ways to work together to provide services.
Poverty/Employment
“I want to work; I want to be able to provide for my family.”

-Rio Vista Mom

Employment was a major theme among all groups. Parents, especially teen and
Hispanic mothers want to find ways to contribute the financial health of their families,
and take care of their children. Some of their suggestions were to offer job training, or
start a job co-op where moms could share jobs. Service providers are seeing more
families who never utilized services before, looking for resources for employment, food,
shelter and other basic needs.
Support for Fathers
Service provider groups saw support for fathers important in the areas of education, and
teaching fathers how to have positive interactions both with their children and with the
mothers of their children. The providers stated that when fathers are brought into the
services, things were easier on the mothers. Mothers in the parent groups wanted
activities available in which dads could participate after work.

The Role of First 5
“Given the current economic environment and funding challenges, what do you
feel is the most important role for First 5 Solano to play in the community going
forward? How can First 5 best use its position to support stability in this time of
crisis?”
This question was asked of Coalitions/Agency partners with relationships with First 5.
The primary responses to this question included responses that First 5 continue to:


Help organizations leverage funds;



”Pull everyone together in their efforts”, or promote collaborations within the
community; and



Collect, analyze and report on data.

Advocacy by the commission for programs was recognized as very positive.
Additional responses included providing education and training to enable more people
to provide services, and funding non-profits that provide direct services.
First 5 Solano has a strong, positive presence among these groups.
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Appendix A: Groups
Type

Location

Date

BEST

Dixon

April 12

BEST

Solano

March 10

BEST

Vacavillle

April 8

Coalition/Agency

Solano

April 12

Coalition/Agency

Solano

March 4

Coalition/Agency

Solano

April 11

Coalition/Agency

Solano

Coalition/Agency

Meeting

Dixon Chamber of Commerce
Board Meeting
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Board
Vacaville Chamber Business
Issues Committee
Solano Coalition for Better Health
(SCBH)
Volunteer Center of Solano
Advisory Council

Commiss
ioner

Staff

Ayala

Lynn/Denise

#

Cherelyn
Heather

6

Chris S./Sarah

3050

Chris S./Sarah

13

Cherelyn
Heather

8

FRC/IFSI Meeting

Venis/Denise

20

April 28

(ECDH)/(PEAK) Collaborative

Cherelyn

22

Solano

March 2

Children's Alliance

Cherelyn/Sarah

30

Coalition/Agency

Solano

March 23

Food And Nutrition Network of
Solano County (FANNS)

Cherelyn
Heather

20

Coalition/Agency

Solano

March 23

Solano Interfaith Council

Speck

Coalition/Agency

Solano

March 9

BabyFirst Solano

Thigpen Chris S./Sarah

Coalition/Agency

Solano

March 9

Solano County Licensed Family
Child Care Association
(SCLFCCA)

Thigpen Venis/Sarah

Coalition/Agency

Vacaville

March 25

Vacaville Youth Roundtable

Coalition/Agency

Vallejo

March 17

Black Infant Health Coalition

Benicia

May 11

Benicia Moms Group

Dixon

April 27

Fairfield

April 15

Fairfield

May 12

Headstart Parent Group

Cherelyn

Fairfield

May 12

Headstart Parent Group

Cherelyn

Fairfield

March 16

Nurturing Parent Group

Cherelyn/Sarah

9

Rio Vista

April 12

RioVista Cares Parent Group
(Spanish)

Cherelyn

7

Solano

March 31

County Wide PTA Meeting

Vacaville

March 31

School Readiness Parent Group

Vallejo

April 22

HealthyStart Parent MeetingNicole Square 556-8921 xt. 56530

Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group
Parent/Caregiver
Group

Betz

Betz

Fairchil
d

Venis/Heather

Cherelyn
Heather
Cherelyn
Thigpen
Heather

15
2530

32
10

Cherelyn/Sarah

Dixon Parent Group-Contact
Lisette (spanish)
Families Supporting the
Community

Cherelyn/Sarah

18

Venis/Sarah

Ayala

Cherelyn
Heather
Maria Rosa
Serrano
Cherelyn
Sarah
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Appendix B: Methodology

Methodology
First 5 Commissioners and staff met with ten parent/caregiver groups and fourteen
community coalitions/agencies/organizations including service providers, business
groups, and collaborations of service providers.
The meetings started by introducing First 5 staff (and, if applicable, the attending
Commissioner). The group was given a background and history of First 5 Solano and
the reason for attendance at the meeting was explained. (Appendix C) Either the
regular meeting facilitator, or, if requested, by First 5 Solano staff led the discussion,
using questions developed by staff and the Community Engagement Committee
(Appendix D). Staff took comprehensive notes of the discussion. Once the data was
collected, staff collated the responses and completed quantitative data tracking sheets
(Appendix E and Appendix F) to track the response among the two types of groups.
Participants were also asked to mark in the Linear Strategic Plan Framework (Appendix
G) what they believe were the three most important Results and Funded Strategies
under each Priority area. Participants voluntarily participated in this part of the
discussion. The document was collected at the end of each meeting. The results of the
108 responses received can be found in chart form as Appendix H.

Table 1. Participating Parent/Caregiver Groups - 2011
1. Dixon Parent Group (Spanish)

Dixon

April 27

2. Families Supporting the Community (Cleo Gordon)

Fairfield

April 15

3. Nurturing Parent Group (Teens-Sem Yeto HS)

Fairfield

March 6

4. Rio Vista Cares Parent Group (Spanish)

Rio Vista

April 21

5. P-16 Council

Solano

March 31

6. School Readiness Parent Group (Spanish-Markham)

Vacaville

March 3

7. Healthy Start Parent Meeting (Elsa Weidaman)

Vallejo

April 22

8. Benicia Moms Group

Benicia

May 11

9. Headstart Parent Group (Spanish)

Fairfield

May 12

10. Headstart Parent Group (Spanish/English)

Fairfield

May 12
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Table 2. Participating Community Coalitions/Agencies - 2011
1. Solano Coalition for Better Health
(SCBH)

April 1

The Coalition works in a collaborative fashion
and focus value on efforts that benefit the
community, neighborhoods and people of Solano
County.

2. Volunteer Center of Solano Advisory
Council

March 4

Supports volunteer recruitment and placement in
Solano County.

3. Family Resource Center (FRC)
/Integrated Family Support (IFSI)
Meeting

April 11

IFSI is a public-private partnership that provides
in-home family support services to isolated
families with children ages 0-5 living in Solano
County.

4. Early Childhood Developmental Health
(ECDH)/Primary Early Access for Kids
(PEAK) Collaborative

April 12

Educational and developmental services for all
children from birth through age 8

5. Children's Alliance

March 2

The Solano Children’s Alliance analyzes budgets
and policies, makes recommendations to local
and state leaders, and apportions funds
earmarked for local children and families

6. Food And Nutrition Network of Solano
County (FANNS)

March 23

Works to provide nutrition related programs,
services and education to families within Solano
County

7. Solano Interfaith Council

March 23

Provide services to homeless families

8. BabyFirst Solano Referral
Quality/Outreach Meeting

March 9

Pregnant and parenting teens; African American
women and their families; women at risk for
using substances during pregnancy

9. Solano County Licensed Family Child
Care Association (SCLFCCA)

March 9

Association for license childcare providers

10. Vacaville Youth Roundtable

March 25

Serves as a clearing house and forum for
discussion of community youth issues

11. Black Infant Health Coalition

March 17

African American women and their families

12. Dixon Chamber of Commerce Board
Meeting

April 12

Promotes, develops and protects the economic
vitality of the community through a positive
business environment.

13. Hispanic Chamber of Commerce
Board

March 10

Promotes business and community related
issues within the Hispanic Community.

14. Vacaville Chamber Business Issues
Committee

April 8

Monitors, evaluates and acts upon proposed city,
county and state issues which could affect the
Vacaville business community.
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Appendix C: Meeting Protocols
Community Input Meetings – Commissioner Meeting Protocols
Hello and thank you for being here. My name is ______________________ and I’m a
Commissioner for First 5 Solano.
We are here to ask you about the needs of young children and their families in Solano
County. This information will help the First 5 Commission to make the best choices
possible for helping young children and their families. We know your time is very
valuable. This meeting should not take more than 30 min.
First 5 Solano was established in 1998 when the voters of California approved a 50-cent
tax on cigarettes to fund programs and services for children aged 0-5, their families and
people that serve them. Every county gets a share of First 5 money. This money can
only be used for programs and services for children 0-5 and their families. Each county
has a Commission that decides how to spend its share of the money. The Commission
must make these decisions based on a community strategic plan.
We are meeting with you today because the Commission is getting ready to develop our
next strategic plan. Because each of our communities in Solano is different, it is very
important that we get as much information as we can, before the plan is written.
We brought some handouts. The first one is a summary of our current strategic plan’s
Priorities, Goals and Results. The second includes the questions we would like to
receive your input on. You can also say anything else about young children’s needs that
you want us to know.
Before we start, does anyone have any questions or comments?
[Discussion]
I would like to thank all of you very much for your comments and input. It will help the
First 5 Commission understand the needs of your families and children. We will make
sure this group gets a copy of the 2011 Community Input Report, which we expect to
have finished by late Spring or early Summer.
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Business Group Questions/ Community Group Questions
1.

What are the biggest problems parents/primary caregivers face in raising young
children today and why?

2.

If we could do only one thing to help young children and their families, what
would it be?

3.

What do you wish they had for child(ren) in (your town/Solano)?

Care Provider Group Questions
1.

What strategies and creative approaches do you believe will be necessary in the
next five years to address the needs of young children and their families?

2.

If you had to triage service needs, what would be your top three priorities?

3.

Given the current economic environment and funding challenges, what do you
feel is the most important role for First 5 Solano to play in the community going
forward? How can First 5 best use its position to support stability in this time of
crisis?

Parent Group Questions
1.

What are the biggest problems parents/primary caregivers face in raising young
children today and why?

2.

If we could do only one thing to help young children and their families, what
would it be?

3.

What do you wish they had for child (ren) in (your town/Solano)?

4.

Who do you turn to when you need help for your children?

5.

What are your best strengths as a parent? What has helped you most?
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Appendix E: Parent Group Results

Quantitative Results from Parent Groups
Parent/Caregiver Number (see Table 1)

Recreational activities
Childcare accessible/affordable/quality
Helping with School/Advocating at School
Behavior/Discipline
Caregiver/Family education
Health care/accessible services/affordable
Ready for kindergarten/early education
Dental health/affordable & accessible
Safe environments/communities
Transportation
Universal health care
Emergency/drop-in childcare
Poverty/Financial
Caregiver/Family support
Fathers support/education
FRC
Employment issues/assistance
Home based services
Childcare workforce
Basic Needs
Nutrition
Physical activity education
Language / Culture
Undocumented families
Mental health/Counseling
Community awareness/involvement
Infrastructure/CBO’s & County
Prenatal
Mental health/Counseling
EPSDT expansion
Child abuse/domestic violence
Children with Special Needs
Housing
Substance abuse
Homelessness
Community support/partnership
Prevention programs
Outreach/Education to Special Populations
Accessible services and resources/less requirements
Grandparents support/education
Extend funds/grant support/mini grants
Policy/legislation
Advocacy
Integration/advertising of services

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Total
n=10

9
8
7
6
6
5
5
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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Appendix F: Coalition/Agency Results

Quantitative Results from Coalition Agency Groups Input
Coalition/Agency Number (see Table 2)
Caregiver/Family education
Transportation/Location of Services
Basic needs
Caregiver/Family support
Prenatal
Health care/accessible services/affordable
Childcare accessible/affordable/quality
Mental health/Counseling
Community support/partnership
Mental health/Counseling (Parents)
Ready for kindergarten/early education
Poverty/Financial/Economy
Schools/Education
Safe environments/communities
Fathers support/education
Literacy
Childcare workforce
Recreational activities
Outreach/Education to Special Populations
Accessible services and resources
Employment issues/assistance
Advocacy (Parent)
Family FRC’s
Collaboration
EPSDT expansion
Dental health/affordable & accessible
Nutrition (Education & Access)
Housing
Substance abuse
Homelessness
Undocumented families
Prevention programs
Community awareness/involvement
Integration/advertising of services
Socialization for children
Foster Parents
Mentors / Volunteers
Universal health care
Home based services
Physical activity education
Emergency/drop-in childcare
Language
Infrastructure/CBO’s & County
Child abuse/domestic violence
Children with Special Needs
Behavior/Discipline
Grandparents support/education
Extend funds/grant support/mini grants
Policy/legislation

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

Total
N=14
10
8
8
8
7
7
7
6
6
6
5
5
5
4
4
4
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
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Appendix G: Strategic Plan Priorities/Goals

Priorities
(P)
(P1) Health
and WellBeing
CHECK ONE
RESULT
AND ONE
STRATEGY

(P2) Early
Childhood
Learning and
Development

Goals (G)

Results (R)

(G1) All children are born to their
optimal health potential

 (R1) Mothers have healthy pregnancies
 (R2) Newborns are healthy
 (R3) Parents, caregivers, & communities provide &
support healthy living for children
 (R4) Children have comprehensive health insurance
 (R5) Children access comprehensive health care
services
 (R6) Children and parents/primary caregivers access
appropriate mental health services
 Other _______________________________________
 (R7) Community members support children’s learning
and development
 (R8) Families have access to childcare
 (R9) Childcare providers know and practice high-quality
childcare programming.
 (R10) Parents and primary caregivers are prepared to
and engage in helping their children enter school ready
to learn
 (R11) Children have access to quality, affordable early
learning experiences throughout the community (ages 35)
 Other _______________________________________
 (R12) Families access necessary support systems and
community services
 (R13) Children are raised in safe homes and
communities
 (R14) Parents and primary caregivers practice effective
parenting
 (R15) Parents and primary caregivers use community
information and resources.
 Other _______________________________________

(G2) All children maintain optimal
health

(G3) All children learn and develop
through high quality childcare
(G4) All children enter kindergarten
ready to learn

CHECK ONE
RESULT
AND ONE
STRATEGY

(P3) Family
Support and
Parent
Education

(G5) All are safe and stable
(G6) All parents and primary
caregivers support their children’s
development

CHECK ONE
RESULT
AND ONE
STRATEGY
Demographic Information – Optional
Gender:  M
F
Age (check one): 18-19
Education level:

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

20-29
14

15

Ethnicity (optional): Hispanic, Latino, Chicano, Mexican American
 Asian or Pacific Islander

30-39
16

40-49

Strategies (S)

50 or above

Prenatal/Perinatal Services
targeting populations with health
disparities
 Universal Children’s Health Access
 Early & Periodic Screening
 Diagnosis & Treatment Expansion
Early Mental Health
Assessments/Services
 Other __________________






 Family Resource Center SupportCountywide
 Home Visiting Program
 Parent Education/Support
 Substance Abuse Counseling
 Temporary Housing/Shelter
 Other ____________________

Number of children age 0-5___

17+ Years of Residence in Solano: ____________

Child Care Workforce Education &
Development
School Readiness
Other _________________

Total number of Children: ___

City of Residence in Solano: ______________

 White, not of Hispanic Origin
 African American, Not of Hispanic Origin
 Native American or Alaskan
 Native Filipino
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Appendix H

Strategic Plan Framework Results (n=109)
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