MINUTES OF THE
SOLANO COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION
Meeting of May 1, 2014
The regular meeting of the Solano County Planning Commission was called to
order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board of Supervisors' Chambers, Fairfield, California.
PRESENT:

Commissioners
Rhoads-Poston,
Chairman Boschee

Walker,

and

EXCUSED:

Commissioners Cayler and Tubbs

STAFF PRESENT:

Mike Yankovich, Planning Program Manager; Jim
Laughlin, Deputy County Counsel; and Kristine
Letterman, Planning Commission Clerk

Items from the floor:
There was no one from the public wishing to speak.
The Minutes of the regular meeting of February 20, 2014 were approved as prepared.
1.

PUBLIC HEARING to consider amendments to the 2008 Solano County General Plan
(G-14-01) pertaining to land use compatibility planning in the area of influence of public
and military airports; the proposed amendment makes certain modifications to the text
on page LU-27, amends Land Use Policy LU.P-31, and amends Implementation
Measure LU.I-2, and Figure LU-6. This consideration has been determined not to have a
significant effect on the environment and is categorically exempt from the California
Environmental Quality Act. (Project Planner: Jim Leland) Staff Recommendation:
Recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors
Jim Leland gave a brief presentation of staff’s written report. He explained that the need
for this general plan amendment is due to the action of the Solano County Airport Land
Use Commission (ALUC) amending the Travis Land Use Compatibility Plan. He
explained that a change to a land use compatibility plan necessitates under state law
that the county within 6 months either amend its general plan for consistency or override
the action of the ALUC. He stated that the county has chosen to amend its general plan
and now those amendments are before the commission for review. Mr. Leland noted that
the purpose of the amendment is to recognize the existence of the Assault Landing Zone
(ALZ) at Travis AFB, and the need for some land use compatibility planning around that
zone. Staff recommended that the commission recommend approval of the general plan
amendment to the Board of Supervisors.
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Commissioner Walker asked if there will be any impact to existing turbines or
communication towers in the area that already exceed 200 feet, and if so, what will
happen to those structures.
Mr. Leland responded by stating that he is unaware of any structure that exceeds 200
feet. He said that there is nothing in the amendment that requires existing structures
over 200 feet to be modified or removed. He commented that this amendment only
applies to proposals for new structures. Mr. Leland noted that if there is an existing
structure that presents a problem to the Department of Defense it would be their
obligation to enter into negotiations with the structure owner for some type of mitigation.
Commissioner Walker asked if any part of the southeastern boundary includes a portion
of the City of Rio Vista’s sphere of influence.
Mr. Leland said that the boundary will only affect unincorporated lands and there are no
inhabited or occupied municipal areas within this boundary area. He did note that there
was one exception where the boundary comes close to a parcel the City of Vacaville
annexed for a sewer treatment plant facility.
Since there were no further questions of staff, Chairman Boschee opened the public
hearing. There was no one from the public wishing to speak therefore the public hearing
was closed.
A motion was made by Commissioner Rhoads-Poston and seconded by Commissioner
Walker to recommend to the Board of Supervisors approval of General Plan Amendment
No. G-14-01 to amend portions of the text on page LU-27 pertaining to Airport
Compatible Land Uses; amend Land Use Policy LU.P-31; amend Implementation
Measure LU.I-2 and amend Figure LU-6. The motion passed unanimously. (Resolution
No. 4608)
2.

ANNOUNCEMENTS and REPORTS
Jim Laughlin addressed a question that was brought up at the last commission meeting
by Commissioner Rhoads-Poston with regard to a Brown Act provision that went into
effect this year with regard to voting and the requirement to verbally announce the
outcome of the vote. Mr. Laughlin stated that the legislative committee report states that
this was intended to apply to commissions and boards with a large number of members
who do not take their vote by a roll call vote. He stated that it is in his opinion that this
does not affect the way this commission operates.

3.

Since there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned.
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