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April 4, 2013
The Honorable Mark Stone
Chair, Assembly Human Services Committee
State Capitol, Room 4074
Sacramento, CA 95814
Re:

AB 197 (Stone) - SUPPORT
CalWORKs Vehicle Asset Test

Dear Chairman Stone,
On behalf of the Solano County Board of Supervisors, we are pleased to
SUPPORT your AB 197, which would repeal the asset limit for one car for
CalWORKs applicants and recipients. This would reduce a significant barrier to
work and administrative inefficiencies.
Research shows that low-income families are more likely to locate and retain
employment if they have access to a car. Yet the law as currently written often
times requires families to make a choice between keeping an automobile and
applying for needed temporary cash assistance and work supports. When a
family does not have reliable transportation, caseworkers will spend more time
with the family planning transportation to and from work activities. This reduces
the time caseworkers have to spend on supporting work activities.
Furthermore, less than 25% of CalWORKs recepients own a car and when they
do, the value of that vehicle is often very low. With limited resources and high
caseworker to household ratios, taking the time to investigate and verify car
ownership limits the amount of time eligibility workers have to support families in
their work activities.
The primary goal of CalWORKs is to move families out of poverty and towards
self-sufficiency. By repealing the vehicle asset limit for one car, we believe that
CalWORKs will be better suited to achieve this goal and make this program more
effective and efficient.
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For these reasons, Solano County is pleased to support this legislation and we
thank you for introducing this important measure.
Sincerely,

Linda J. Seifert, Chair
Solano County Board of Supervisors
Cc:

The Honorable Susan Bonilla, Assembly District 14
The Honorable Mariko Yamada, Assembly District 4
The Honorable Lois Wolk, Senate District 3
Paul Yoder, Shaw / Yoder / Antwih, Inc.

