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May 22, 2013
The Honorable Tom Ammiano
California State Assembly, 17th District
State Capitol Building, Room 3146
Sacramento, CA 95816
Re:

AB 5 (Ammiano) – Homeless Person’s Bill of Rights and Fairness Act - OPPOSE

Dear Assembly Member Ammiano:
On behalf of the Solano County Board of Supervisors, I regret to inform you that we must
OPPOSE your AB 5, the Homeless Persons Bill of Rights and Fairness Act.
Our board appreciates your effort to address the needs of California’s homeless population and
we recognize the importance of programs to provide for safe, permanent housing options, mental
health and substance abuse treatment and employment opportunities. Unfortunately, AB 5 will
create costly mandates that undermine our local decision making processes and further strain
local finances.
Specifically, this bill would increase costs and create new demands for law enforcement at a time
when our public safety officials and their resources are being strained as they continue to deal
with greater responsibilities associated with public safety realignment. AB 5 manages to do this
while at the same time restricting law enforcement’s ability to cite individuals and enforce local
ordinances.
Aside from the public safety concerns, AB 5 imposes state authority on issues of local control if
certain requirements are not met. AB 5 would prohibit the enforcement of existing local
ordinances if a county does not maintain year-round medical assistance and there are few than 50
people on the county’s public housing waiting list.
The increased costs within this bill are particularly troubling because there is no specified
funding mechanism to support some of this bill’s provision. For example, AB 5 would require
counties to provide 24/7 access to health and hygiene centers. While AB 5 mentions this would
be funded through the State Department of Public Health, it does not specify how it would fund
the construction, operation, staffing, security and maintenance of such centers.
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While we appreciate the intentions, of this bill, as a result of these fiscal and local control issues
The Solano County Board of Supervisors must respectfully OPPOSE your AB 5.
Sincerely,

Linda J. Seifert, Chair
Solano County Board of Supervisors

Cc:

The Honorable Susan Bonilla, Assembly District 14
The Honorable Mariko Yamada, Assembly District 4
The Honorable Jim Frazier, Assembly District 11
Paul Yoder, Partner, Shaw/Yoder/Antwih, Inc.

