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Non-employers, 2007 to 2011
Change in Number of Businesses

Change in Revenue

Finance and insurance
Educational services
Arts, entertainment, and recreation
Manufacturing
Utilities
Administrative and waste management services
Health care and social assistance
Professional, scientific, and technical services
Other services (except public administration)
Retail trade
Information
Accommodation and food services
Wholesale trade
Real estate and rental and leasing
Transportation and warehousing
Construction
Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting
Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction
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Source: Census Bureau: www.census.gov

Non-employer businesses are those that have no official (payroll) employees but are viable businesses.
These businesses are tracked by their tax filings. The Census Bureau reports these types of businesses
with a two-year lag; the latest data for Solano County is 2011, and the chart here compares 2011 to 2007.
These data provide a view of the lingering effects of the Great Recession on micro-businesses in Solano
County as of 2011.
Notice that finance and insurance show a strong difference between retaining businesses and generating
more revenue versus retail trade business and revenue growth move a bit more hand-in-hand. Utilities
are similar to Finance and Insurance. Construction firms have still not recovered, where Manufacturing
businesses have recovered more. The next table shows how these industries and non-employers have
changed from 2010 to 2011, almost all of them growing in both number of firms and revenues.
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Non-employers (cont.)
Change in Number of Non-employers and Their Revenue
2010 to 2011, % Change
Industry

% Chg Firms

% Chg Rev

Manufacturing

15.5%

61.0%

Utilities

18.2%

36.3%

Arts, entertainment, and recreation

5.6%

21.4%

Mining, quarrying, and oil and gas extraction

8.3%

21.1%

Accommodation and food services

5.8%

18.6%

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

0.0%

14.1%

Transportation and warehousing

4.6%

13.0%

Administrative and waste management services

8.0%

10.8%

Health care and social assistance

-4.6%

7.6%

Retail trade

2.5%

6.1%

Construction

1.6%

5.6%

Other services (except public administration)

6.8%

5.5%

Wholesale trade

2.6%

5.1%

Educational services

1.2%

4.3%

Professional, scientific, and technical services

5.1%

4.3%

Information

2.2%

3.5%

Total for all sectors

2.9%

2.3%

Real estate and rental and leasing

-2.9%

-1.7%

Finance and insurance

-3.6%

-37.3%

Source: Census Bureau: www.census.gov

Notice that finance and insurance has been shrinking, while manufacturing saw some strength in 2011.
Most of these industries are growing, which corroborates the data of economic growth overall for Solano
County. This trend is likely to continue in the 2012 and 2013 data once they arrive.
TAKEAWAY: Small businesses have rebounded in Solano County, and that rebound began in earnest
in 2011 as compared to the recession years.
WHAT IS IMPORTANT: Small business is a major engine of economic growth. These data further
show evidence that Solano County continues to emerge from the recession in terms of labor market
and business opportunities.
In comparing Solano County’s mix of non-employers to California and the United States overall in 2011,
Solano County remains below California in terms of “goods producing” industries versus services
industries, and the United States overall has more goods-producing non-employers than both Solano
County and California. For non-employers, Solano County has 10.4 percent of these micro-businesses
producing goods and approximately 89.6 producing services. These proportions are similar to 2007. For
California, the 2011 percentage is 13.7 that are producing goods. For the United States, the current mix is
9.8 percent for goods producers versus 90.2 percent providing services. This is slightly down from 2007.
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Percentage of Non-Employers (Solano County, United States, California), 2007 and 2011
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TAKEAWAY: Solano County has a larger proportion of services-providing non-employers than the
state of California or the United States overall.
WHAT IS IMPORTANT: Professional services, real estate services, and a mix of “other services” are
the typical types of service-providing non-employers, where construction and contractors are the
dominant goods-producers for non-employers in Solano County, California and the nation overall.

